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HOSPITAL PROFILES - DR. PETER CYRUS RIZZO 


In 1790 a family boasting the name of Dignan left the 
Emerald Isle and sailed to these shores so that a certain 
feminine descendant would be on time for a very important 
engagement with a certain Peter Cyrus Rizzo. Peter's forebears 
were a little slow, in fact they waited a full hundred years 
before they deserted the environs of Palermo in Sicily, and 
established themselves in New York, so that Peter could get 
himself born and be on hand for that engagement with Rosanne 
Marie Lennedy Dignan in 1928. 


That "Cyrus", by the way, is the Anglicised version of 
Ciro, a name borne by both of Peter's grandfather's; thus it 
had a double right to continuance in the family, and it had 
already been given to a son before Peter appeared. Unfort- 
unately, this older brother died a few days after Peter's 
arrival, and so the name fell to Peter to be carried on. 


Well, the hero of our story had a few years to wait for 
1928 to roll around, so he wisely improved them, here in 
Manhattan, by getting himself an education, including studying 
medicine at University and Bellevue Hospital Medical College. In 1926 he began his intern- 
ship at St. Vincent's Hospital. Now the author was living on West Twelfth Street almost 
directly across from St. Vincent's in 1926, and frequently wandering about Greenwich Village, 
but she never ran into Dr. Peter Rizzo. Obviously he was too busy meeting Rosanne Dignan 
there, so that aforementioned engagement (to be married) could be duly fulfilled in 1928. 


Peter says he "just drifted" into Orthopedics but Dr. Lewis Clark Wagner claims he had 
a hand in directing that drift. Peter finished a Residency at New York Hospital in 1930, and 
looked around for hospital appointments, and there was Dr. Wagner, helping him over the 
threshold of R& Cl! 


We are told that 1931 was a period of over-production, and there was an epidemic of 
twins born to the attending staff of our always distinguished institution - with Dr. Carr 
rejoicing in a boy and a girl, Dr. Taylor in two girls, and two boys coming to reside at the 
Rizzo household. Peter Cyrus III is the dark-eyed one, and Thomas Dignan the blue-eyed. 

When we used to see the two angelic-looking little boys around the Hospital (it seems just 
yesterday) we thought little Peter a beautiful Italian cherubino, and Thomas a perfect little 
Irishman; but their father says they're both Irishmen now. The two are sophomores at 
Georgetown Pre-Medical College in Washington, D.C. with visions of residencies at Special 
Surgery dancing through their heads. We caught a glimpse of young Peter last week, and 


observed that he is now half-a-head taller than his father. You can't keep the young'uns 
down these days! 


In 1943 the Army snatched up our hero and set him in Fletcher General Hospital in 
Cambridge, Ohio. His family followed, and there they stayed for three and a half years. 
Fletcher General was an Orthopaedic Center, and Peter, as Chief of Orthopedics, had a fine 
time training pediatricians, obstetricians, oto-laryngologists and so on to assist him 
in caring for the occupants of the 1600 beds assigned to his service. He mentions being 
very fortunate in having the help of Drs. Otto Lehmann and Mario Accinno in the Herculean 
task. In 1945, 2500 operations were performed; and a visiting general remarked that they 
worked "on a mass production basis". 


He returned to us in 1946 retaining a special interest in the War Veterans. For the 
past three years he has been working at the Kingsbridge V.A. Hospital, devoting as much time 
as possible to the teaching service. He is enthusiastic about it, particulerly since it 
is to be part of the training program for our own residents. 


At present he is an Associate Attending Surgeon to our own hospital, Attending 
Consultant to Kingsbridge, Attending Orthopaedist at Misericordia, New York Foundling 
and Seton Hospitals, Associate Attending at Lawrence Hospital, Bronxville. He is a member 
of the New York County Medical Society, American Medical Association, New York Academy of 
Medicine, and a Fellow of the American College of Orthopedic Surgeons and the American 
Academy of Orthopedic Surgery. 


He has published several papers and devised more than one instrument (as the Rizzo 
retractor) and operative technique. 


He admits to two hobbies which are out of the general run, we think, the first being 
shopping - we quote " whether for groceries at the A& P or for ? or something for his 
family at Saks Fifth Avenue". 


The second "cooking snails, squid, and eels", makes our New England blood curdle, 
but a voice from the wings says "Don't forget the best of all -"Pizza a la Pete" - and our 
gastric juices start bubbling again! 


No need to remark to any who have seen him, what a handsome chap he is with this 
abundant black hair; clear complexion, and dashing mustache tinged with grey. The latter, 
he tells us, is another family inheritance along with longevity. We can believe the long- 
evity, since fifteen years have made no visible impression whatever on his face or figure. 
Without this, we would describe him as a very modest, unassuming person, with a warm, 
friendly manner and an ingratiating smile; but with a very quiet air about him as well. 


FEBS GHO ROGGE AHHH O.F. 


OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY DEPARTMENT 


Miss Inga Waage has joined the Occupational Therapy staff for a short period in order to 
gain experience in our methods, She cames to us from Copenhagen, Denmark where she took 
her degree in Philosophy and Psychalogy at the University and graduated from the school 
of Occupational Therapy. She has been employed at the Norre H Hospital in Copenhagen 

and acted as assistant editor of the Danish Occupational Therapy Journal. We welcome her 
to our hospital and our department and after knowing her for only a few days we are all 


delighted to have her with us. We hope she will be happy here and are sure she will soon 
become an integral part of our hospital. 


D.N. 
SHBHOHEROHHE ‘ A 


3. 
HE NIGHTGALES CHIRP T: 


We caution - Beware! of that virus bug - the smallest "bug" in human captivity. 

It has captured our star reporters, Miss Dean Smith and Miss Ellen Brady. We 

surely hope that they will be feeling OK soon and navigating as lively as in pre-— 
virus invasion days.---- If anyone needs a "First Aider", they may apply at 

the Gym Mondays and Wednesdays, 6-9 p.m. Just hang on to your spurting arteries, 
and compound fractures, whiz up to the 5th floor at the above time and we will be 
most happy to give you the first aid you need (?) before paging all doctors. And 
don't be frightened for we have one of the finest doctors with us, Dr. Alexander 
Hersh, who is giving us the expert instructions. There are eighteen nurses 

thering knowledge of first aid which they propose to give to you and you and you 

poor you). We rue the day that we should all have to know this first aid, but we 
aim that none at HSS will be caught napping. If anyone has had the First Aid 

(Red Cross) course as a background and wishes to instruct please contact the 
Nursing Office or Dr. Hersh when you receive this R & C.---~------' What big strong 
he-man runs with diaper service to 3C and 6B every weekend? He must be a good 

daddy and we know that even though the Laundry is closed for business "our" babies 
are always clean and dry (7?) —---~--- —--We commend our sentimental spirit when 

certain people receive certain l-o-v-e-l-y Valentines from "Guess Who"-----—-- —_ 
We are indebted to Mr. Heminway for arranging several concerts for our patients. 

It makes their hospital stay more pleasant.----~-~—— ~—We are thinking of requisitioning 
traffic lights for Wheelchair Alley from 5D.—--—---—-- Miss Sieminski, Head Nurse of 
3C was given a surprise birthday party by her little patients.—---------We want to 
welcome (some newcomers) into our ranks to the Nursing Office, Miss Druscilla Clemens, 
now acting Head Nurse of 4C in Miss Taylor's absence, Miss Jane Hanson Wilson, 
Assistant Head Nurse of 3D, Mrs. Hattie Gormanns, 4ssistant Head Nurse of PP 4, 
Miss Dorothea Clemmey, MOR, Miss Rosemary Zanelli, evening Charge Nurse of 3C, 
Carl Crandall, PP 5, Mrs. Libby Stancil, Mrs. Elsa Newman of 3C and Mrs. Esther Phaire. 
If there is anyone we have not mentioned we apologize and welcome all to our nursing 
endeavors here at HSS---—------Miss Elizabeth Zeller has just undergone an operation 
on Ward 4C. We sincerely hope all goes well for a speedy recovery. K.H. 


VRPIADGGOGR IKARIA 


On March 2nd, in our Lecture Hall patients and members of the staff of The Hospital for 
Special Surgery of New York City will have the pleasure of hearing Larra Browning, 
Dramatic Soprano. Miss Browning will sing a number of Fnglish, Scotch, and American 
folksongs, several Negro spirituals, and several selections by the young American com— 
posers, Gene Bone and Howard Fenton. 


She is an artist who has attracted international attention. During a recent tour of 
European countries, leading music critics acclaimed her voice as one of the outstanding 
talents of our time. In London, Miss Browning appeared with great success in concert 
with the London Philharmonic Orchestra in Royal Albert Hall. The British Broadcasting 
Company has since re-broadcast this program on several occasions. 


During the past weeks, Miss Browning has appeared in concert in numerous cities throughout 
the East and Midwest. In Wichita, Kansas her success was so marked that offers for a 
return engagement with the Wichita Symphony are already being negotiated. 


Miss Browning will be accompanied by Gene Bone, composer of several selections to be heard 
on the program. On Christmas Eve 1950, The National Broadcasting Company presented Mr. 
Bone's most recent success, "Birthday in Bethlehem" on a nation-wide broadcast with 


Symphony and soloists. 
FRR REAR RSRBARBAAE 


A tea was given by the Waldorf-Astoria Medical Service in honor of our Medical Librarian 


Mrs. Kim Barrett on January 26th. 
FORRAGHIRHIB RHR 


Ae 


FROM THE DIRECTOR'S OFFICE 


NEW ENTRANCE TO THE HOSPITAL 


The City of New York has been planning for sometime to lower the 
grade of 42nd Street between Second Avenue and Tudor City Place to the present 
level of the underpass for an approach to the United Nations buildings. It is 
expected that the work will start sometime in the early Spring. This will mean 
that our sidewalk level will be on approximately the same level as our basement. 
Many schemes have been considered for a new entrance to the hospital to meet this 
condition. The outline plan which follows has finally been approved by the Board 
of Managers. 


The ground between the east and west wings on 42nd Street will be 
excavated and a one story building will be built in this area, the roof of which 
will be level with the present entrances. As shown, we will then have one entrance 
instead of the present three entrances. People will enter into a large lobby with 
an Information Desk to the left, and almost directly opposite there will be an 
elevator which will go up one story and discharge the patients coming to the 
clinics directly into the present out-patient waiting room. A corridor on the 
east will go through the present women's locker room directly to the east elevator. 
The locker room will be relocated in the new construction. A corridor on the west 
will go through the present soiled linen sorting room to the west elevator. The 
soiled linen sorting room will be relocated in the space now occupied by the clean 
linen room, and a clean linen room will be provided in the new construction. 
Persons going beyond the clinic floor will use these elevators as at present. 


This new entrance will permit much better service,in that everyone will 
enter through one entrance served by an Information Desk rather than three entrances, 
as at present, with only one Information Desk provided. 


During the excavation of the street, a temporary entrance by the way of 
43rd Street will be provided. The tailor shop will be torn down and a ramp will 
be built east of the brick wall paralleling it. It will then turn over the present 
skylight and come in through the present children's admitting room (also used as 
E.N.T. Clinic), and then through the corridor past the present freight elevator. 
It is estimated that we will have to use this temporary entrance for a period of 
about nine months. 

F.W.K. 


FARR SERRE 


PHYSICAL THERAPY 


This month has seen the beginning for '51 of our Journal Club meetings. These are 
instructive gatherings for the students and Physical Therapists both here and at New York 
Hospital. The first was held at New York Hospital and we now feel much more informed on 
such subjects as Ultrasonics and Physical Therapy in post war Germany. 


We were pleased the other day to receive a visit from Miss Joan Smith who left our Depart- 
ment in October to work in Burlington, Vermont. She reported that she likes her work and 


is very happy in the "Green Mountain State". puis 
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CEREBRAL PALSY CLINICS 


In the middle of January, Lee Del Guercio, Barbara Hoffman and Lucy Meerloo went to 
Buffalo to attend a conference on Psychology in Cerebral Palsy. The Western New York 
Cerebral Palsy Association is sponsoring this series of conferences for the further 
education of members of the field and for general discussion of problems and techniques. 
The plan is excellent and the two conferences that we have attended have been gratifying 
in the amount of stimulation they offered. 


We are extremely pleased to have Nancy Sloane, 0.T.R. occupying and working in our O.T. 
room. It's wonderful to see the children learning to take care of themselves; playing 
with definite advantage to themselves. Nancy is an University of Wisconsin graduate who 
hes worked at the New York Orthopedic Hospital and the Vanderbilt Clinic here in the city. 


At our Tuesday morning diagnostic clinics, twice the number of patients are being seen now 
that both Dr. Cooper and Dr. Kamen are examining. Because of this our patients are being 
seen here more often, their activities both in and out of the clinic are more closely 
Supervised, and they are being offered improved services. We'are very proud of our gradual 
grouwth in both staff and service. 
L.M. & L.D. 
JERE HHEKHHHEROES 


DIETARY KITCHEN 


George Morse, employee Cafeteria worker, is beginning to get recognition in the Art world. 
He has recently exhibited some of his work and paintaings at the Little Carnegie Theatre, 
later to be shown at the Copain Restaurant on First Avenue and 5lst Street. George, also, 
had the honor of being one of six out of his class of thirty-five members to take two of his 
paintaings to the Grand Central Art Studio to be judged by a Jury. George is still waiting 
for results and outcome of his work shown. Good Luck to you George and keep up your fine 
spirit of trying to do better in your life's ambition. 


Joseph Tucker, former Chef and now with Airborne Division recently was heard from, is 
stationed at Firt Campbell, Kentucky. Ida Kersey, kitchen employee recently had to fulfill 
a business contract with a vaudeville company is now back on her regular job in Dietary 
Department and very glad to be back. --- Miss Joyce Little, Dietitian, recently spent a 
weekend with her twin-sister in New Jersey.—-- Miss Louise Whittaker is now employed on the 
regular staff in the Salad Unit of the Dietary Department. 
E.M.D. 
BRIE HE IBGE HO GUBE BOO 


AMONG OURSELVES 


Dr. Thomas I. Hoen has been appointed Professor, Neurological Surgery, and Director of 
the Department of New York University-Bellevue Medical Center. He will make the change 
from Flower Fifth Avenue Hospital within the next month. We are fortunate in having Dr. 
Hoen continue his appointment as Attending Neuro-Surgeon on the Staff of H.S.S. 


Mrs. Mayerson, better known to all of us, as Lee Morrison of the Record Room, sends a 
note saying that she is now working as Assistant Medical Record Librarian at the Health 
Center on 50th Street and Tenth Avenue. She says she likes the work and is very happy 
there. 


It is with great pleasure and pride that the Board of Editors of the R & C welcome a new 
art contributor to the paper. You will remember the paintings that George Morse of the 
Dietary Department exhibited at our Hobby Show last year. George is now attending the 

Art Student League to improve his technique and he has agreed to make some sketches for this 
paper each month. The first ©M€ appearsin this issue. 
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ORTHOPEDIC RESIDENTS 


The Orthopedic section is having a difficult time finding news since Rolla D. is living 

a model life in Florida and Carlos Khoury is planting spring corn in Iowa. However, Luige 
Pasquele Nicholas has become the main interest in and about New York and Tommy Cannon has 
requested a private phone for outside interests. Chiefly, one Agatha who writes weekly 
from the named nightclubs in New York and most recently from Florida! If anyone can 
assist in identifying the amorous admirer, please pass all clues to Miss Wright at the 
Information Desk. 


R & C was well represented in Chicago at the Academy meeting in January. John R. passed 
along the scoliosis hand sign as well as his Scoliosis Laws. Dr. Thompson carried out 
many official duties. Dr. Cooper's talk was well received on treatment of the hand in 
cerebral palsy. And, of course, Crampton Harris and Rolla D. held up the spiritual end 
for the remaining residents. 


Congratulations are in order for Dr. and Mrs. Merritt Shobe - a fine plush girl as of 
December 31st. 


According to rumours Miss Rathburn will hereby proctor all clinic dictation and this is to 
notify the general surgical residents that dictation is to be given without a smile and in 

a business-like fashion. In case you are overcome by the rustling of paper in the diningroon, 
its only the residents bringing their lunch in paper-bags due to the recent increase in food 
prices. However, the residents are requested not to leave their empty sardine cans and 
cracker crumbs on the tables, and it would be appreciated if they would desist from using 
ketchup to make tomato juice. The days are becoming longer and the birds are beginning to 
Sing outside the hospital and we highly recommend a large social function in the very near 
futurelt 


R.H. 
FERRIER BSE GHHHGHBHHE 


CIVIL DEFENSE 


"The Tudor City View" recently published a short article giving their tenants excellent 
advice on what to do should an emergency arise in this area. Because we believe it 
applies equally to.us here we are publishing it below:- 


"Civil Defense heads have advised citizens to keep their radios on in the event of an 
attack and await instructions. It might be well here to supplement that advice. You 
will recall how the Orson Well's "Men from Mars" radio program, a few years back sent 
hundreds of people fleeing from their homes in cars and congesting the highway. The 
family of a friend, hearing this program, urged him to get the family car and join the 
flight. "Turn your dial to another program" he advised. "If this is a genuine alarn, 
all stations will carry it". But all was calm on the other wave lenzth, and this family 
remained at home. It is possible that commnist “sympathizers might be able to seize some 
radio station and advise precipitous flight, hoping thereby to create a state of panic. 
If you hear advice urging you to go at once to some designated area, check this advice 
by a turn of your radio dial. If advice is conflicting, turn to a third station and 
follow the advice on which two agree." 


FERRER 


VOLUNTEER DEPARTMENT 


All the volunteers worked very hard during the month of January serving 1,502 hours. 

We were asked to cover the Civil Defense desk for Emergency Casualty Service. The response 
in signing up has been a little slow. In any emergency we'll need the help of our neighbors 
in Tudor City (day and night) so please let us all do our part. ae 


SBOHHEHHEHEKHGHHSHHHE 


Members of the Board 
of Managers lead the 
way. You're next! 


Mr. Robert Kelly 
Prentice 


This may look like 
an intricate proce- 
dure to you but it 
is just routine to 
these girls in the 
Research Laboratory. 


Two Busy Members of 
our Administrative 
Staff 


They are (from right 


to left)Mrs.Priscilla 


| Ford,Miss Olga Federico 
fand Miss Joan Kline. 


Bill Locascio had a letter from Dr. Roberto F. Olmedo, one of our Alumi, who is now prac- 
tieing in Ascuncion, Paraguay. Ee says:"It was so nice to receive your Christmas card. I 
have not heard from you since I left until Dr. Bellasai gave me nice news about you. 

To my Paragueyans and American friends here I always say that the happiest days of my 
life I have spent in the United States. 

Dr. Bellasai is a nice chap and a pleasant person, he has reported to me already about 
your kindness to hin. 

I am keeping my Inglish and even trying herd to improve it. The American colony is com 
posed of about 150 persons and they give me a wonderful chance to practice the language." 

JHB EHGUSAE Su 


Social Service Nofes 


Since everyone at HSS has been inquiring about Norman Snyder's present con- 
dition, we thought it best to let you in on the latest letter received from Val. 
After Norman was flown from Jedda to Cairo, he suffered a coronary thrombosis 
and was in a very critical condition. All treatment had to be postponed on his 
hip until his cardiac difficulties improved. He is slowly recuperating from 
this attack, but just when the necessary hip operation will be performed is 
problematical. We hope that he will soon be so improved that he can be flown 
to HSS for further treatment. We have written Val that all her friends here 
are thinking of her and praying for Norman's quick recovery. 


In Val Snyder's absence Martha Herr, one of our Case Aides, is doing a 
splendid job of pinch-hitting under the supervision of Gerry Young. She is 
undertaking the exacting social service work in connection with the Children's 
Wards in a most energetic and efficient manner. She apparently is enjoying 
every minute of this new experience, for she shows a great deal of enthusiasm 
in connection with it. 


We would like to introduce Miss Margaret Roby, the new social worker in 
charge of the Children's Orthopedic Clinics. She came to us the first week in 
January and already has become an integral part of the department. A commuter 
from East Norwalk, she is among the fortimate brotherhood who travel in the 
quiet comfort of a day coach (?) instead of the bone-crushing, body-twisting 
ride of we subway strap-holders. Miss Roby is a graduate of Furman University, 
Greenville, S.C. and received her Master's degree in Social Service from the 
University of North Carolina. Her most recent job before coming to HSS was 
with the National Lutheran Resettlement Service, New York City. 


Recently, several people have remarked about the number of social service 
staff members found swiftly stowing away food at break-neck speed several even- 
ings a week in the fifth floor cafeteria and then dashing out with fixed stares 
and compressed lips to some unknown destination -- at least the guillotine from 
the looks of things. Well, the truth is nothing startling -- just some poor 
evening students trying to make that six o'clock class, or else. Martha Herr, 
Corinne Maggi and Lois Quirk are striving for their Master's at the New York 
School for Social Work; and Bea Herbst is working for degree points at Fordham 
University, where Esther Alessandrini is hopefully looking forward to receiving 
her degree in Business Administration this coming June. Perhaps, these students 
should receive a degree for acute indégestion. 


Flasht Another ankle injury in the department. Bertha Haemmel was walxing 
Sedately down the hall, outside of our office, when suddenly her ankle twisted and 
the whole foot swelled instantly. An x-ray showed a slight fracture and the foot 
was placed immediately in plaster. Bertha was then admitted to 3D over the week-end. 
Apparently, a walking heel is to be applied and soon she will be allowed to go home. 
We do hope it is not too serious an injury, but it certainly must be most uncomfort- 
able. Hope you recover really sooh, Bertha. EA 
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